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The Colombian government has issued new decrees intended to strengthen the government
security forces for the fight against rebel insurgents and drug traffickers. The decrees, issued Dec.
14 and Jan. 6, were promulgated under the auspices of a state of emergency implemented Nov. 8
(see NotiSur 11/10/92). The first five decrees include new regulations covering police income and
retirement benefits, authorization of private contributions toward government security projects,
special guarantees of insurance payments for public transportation drivers who operate in guerrilla
zones, and eliminating age and single marital-status requirements on police service. The second set
of decrees restrict the use of weapons, portable communications equipment, and armored vehicles.
In a related development, on Jan. 2 a joint police- military unit captured Javier Callejas Ruiz, known
as "Javier Robles," considered the second in command of the dissident faction of the Popular
Liberation Army (Ejercito Popular de Liberacion, EPL). The government had offered a reward of
100 million pesos (about US$137,000) for information leading to Callejas' arrest. On Jan. 5, Army
commander Gen. Hernan Jose Guzman announced creation of new elite military unit dedicated
exclusively to the capture of rebel leaders. The group, composed of 5,000 Army, Navy, Air Force
and National Police troops supported by artillery-equipped helicopters, will focus their activities
on the capture of Manuel Marulanda Velez ("Tirofijo"), head of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia, FARC) and Manuel Perez ("Poliarco"),
leader of the National Liberation Army (Ejercito de Liberacion Nacional, ELN). The unit will initially
be based in Granada, in the western department of Meta, and will be led by Gen. Norberto Adrada.
Meanwhile, the government announced an increase in the rewards offered for information leading
to the arrest of Marulanda Velez and Perez to one billion pesos (US$1.3 million) each. (Sources:
Agence France-Presse, 12/14/92, 01/02/93, 01/05/93; Spanish news service EFE, 12/14/92, 01/06/93)
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